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INTRODUCTION
The National Commission on Culture is mandated to 

manage from a holistic perspective the Cultural life of Ghana. 
The Commission has 16 Regional Centres for National Cul-

ture with offices in all 
district and Municipal Assemblies. 

The introduction of this newsletter is to continue to inform 
and educate the masses on our 

mandate, programmes and activities of both the Centres and 
the 

Commission.
This newsletter is designed by the PR unit of the 

Commission, headed by 
Mrs Ama Amponsah PainstilMrs Ama Amponsah PainstilCLARE AFARI

afariclare4@gmail.com



GIFTY ADJEI

TRADITIONAL BAMAYA DANCE IN GHANA   

Ghana is endowed with ethnic diversity, and each ethnic group has it 

unique element that makes it stand out. Each ethnic group in Ghana 

has its own traditional dance; these dances are specifically for different 

occasions like festival, marriage ceremonies and funerals. These cultur-

al dances are not only to entertain; they are mostly performed to edu-

cate the people.

Among the different dance in Ghana, Bamaya meaning “The River 

(valley) is wet” is one of the most popular social music and dance 

among the people of Dagbon of the Northern part of Ghana. The 

Bamaya dance is performed to remember a drought that befell the 

people of Dagbon in the middle of the 17th century.

Bamaya dance is popularly performed by men dressed as women in a solemn Bamaya dance is popularly performed by men dressed as women in a solemn 

celebration. The lead dancer and drummer perform as singers to sing along 

while the dancers perform the Bamaya dance. Every step during the Bamaya 

dance has it meaning. 

Dancers perform the Bamaya dance by moving their feet very swiftly and twist 

their waist many times as they dance around the drum. However, the perfor-

mance depends on the rhythm of the drums and flute. 

The sound of the drums and flute dictate the dance movement, the leader picks 

and communicates movement to the rest of the dancers. Dancers usually dis-

plays their own skill when they are about to leave the stage. 
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THE DEATH RITES OF THE AKANS
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Picture Caption: The statue of Dr. A. A. Yaw Kyerematen was reunvailed by the 
Board Chairman of NCC and the Execuive Director of NCC with support from the 

Kyerematen family.
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kindly contact us on: 

www.ghanaculture.gov.gh Email: info@nccg.gov.gh
GPS GA-019-4293    Tel.: 0302-917164/907778/907781
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